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Abstract

Background: The Public Health Agency of Canada (the Agency) has developed a Chronic Disease  and Injury 
Indicator Framework (the Framework) which is the first of its kind in Canada. The Framework provides a snapshot 
of current data on chronic diseases and associated risk and protec�ve factors using a set of core evidence based 
indicators. Purpose: The Framework is intended to improve access to current chronic disease and risk factor 
surveillance data in Canada by providing consistent, reliable and ongoing pan-Canadian informa�on on chronic 
disease. The Framework's main target audiences are policy makers and public health professionals.  The 
Framework has broad applicability as a reference tool.

Study/Interven�on Design:  Public health surveillance systems

Methods: From literature review to expert opinion consulta�ons, a framework's conceptual model comprised of 
six domains was developed. Based on inclusion criteria and using an itera�ve process, indicators and measures 
were priori�zed/ranked resul�ng in a set of core set of 41 indicators that were incorporated into the Framework's 
model domains. The Framework's indicators and measures are re- assessed and updated annually. Results: Using a 
life-course approach and focusing on upstream factors, the Framework pulls together core popula�on level 
indicators that are classified within the Framework's domains: Social and environmental determinant, early 
life/childhood risk and protec�ve factors, behavioural risk and protec�ve factors, risk condi�ons, disease  
preven�on  prac�ces,  and  health  outcomes/status.  Through its main products, the Framework's web interface 
and Quick Stats, the Framework presents the most updated pan-Canadian es�mates, �me trends, and data 
breakdowns by sex, regions, age  groups and many other demographic and socioeconomic variables when 
feasible.
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Conclusion: Understanding the evidence related to chronic disease and its determinants is key to interpre�ng 
trends and crucial to the development of public health interven�ons. In the first year of its release, the Framework 
is proven to be an important source for evidence-informed public health decision making in Canada.
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